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CCFP Roundtable 

1000 N. Alameda St., Suite 240 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 

National CACFP Forum 

2751 Buford Hwy NE, Ste 500 

Atlanta, GA 30324 

 

March 26, 2020 

 

Angela Kline and Andrea Farmer 

United States Department of Agriculture, Food & Nutrition Service 

1320 Braddock Place 

Alexandria, VA  22314 

 

Dear USDA: 

 

The Child Care Food Program (CCFP) Roundtable and the National CACFP Forum are organizations that 

work to promote access to nutritious meals for children and adults across the country through the Child 

and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP). We greatly appreciate the significant effort the United States 

Department of Agriculture (USDA) has already undertaken to respond to the COVID-19 (coronavirus) 

pandemic, including the five nationwide waivers that waive the meal service time requirements, the 

congregate feeding requirements, the afterschool activity requirements for CACFP, offer flexibilities for 

meal pattern requirements to accommodate supply challenges, and allow parents and guardians to pick up 

meals. On behalf of the CACFP community we sincerely commend the USDA staff for their diligence 

and determination to ensure that CACFP continues to support good health, food security, and safety in 

this unprecedented situation.  

 

We believe the flexibilities memos published as of March 26, 2020 are intended to reduce the 

administrative and paperwork burden of the program for the duration of this public health emergency; 

however, some states have implemented additional requirements and created hurdles to implementing the 

waivers including added monthly reporting. We urge USDA to stress the importance of allowing the full 

extent of the intended flexibilities outlined in each memo, and to request notification when states add 

additional requirements. 

 

We further ask that the USDA continues to take immediate, aggressive steps to protect the individuals 

served through CACFP by establishing additional nationwide waivers that make it even simpler for state 

agencies, sponsors, and sites to move quickly to adopt flexibilities. Based on feedback from CACFP 
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operators over the past two weeks, we specifically seek flexibilities that prioritize the following for the 

CACFP:  

 

• Nationwide waivers without additional state-required paperwork burden or the need for 

states to elect usage  

We urge USDA to make the waiver process as simple as possible, ensuring that states do not add 

unnecessary paperwork burden. We know that in the best of times states and CACFP are often 

short-staffed and can be challenged to manage an influx of administrative work. During these 

extraordinary times, we need national waivers that make it simple to move quickly and adopt 

flexibilities. We understand the need for informing and reporting, and also ask that nationwide 

waivers be made immediately available to all CACFP operators, including family child care 

homes. 

 

• Flexible non-congregate models of meal service, including delivery. 

We are incredibly grateful for your immediate action of waiving the congregate requirement in 

CACFP following the passage of the Families First Response to Coronavirus Act, so that CACFP 

operators can distribute and/or deliver meals and snacks to children and adults who are staying 

home and sheltering in place. We want to highlight additional guidance that will make the non-

congregate models of meals service most effective and in compliance with COVID-19 public 

health safety protocols: 

1. Ensure that states are allowing CACFP to deliver meals. Delivery of meals is an important 

strategy that supports social distancing mandates. However, CACFP operators are not 

currently being allowed to deliver meals. We are particularly concerned about the CACFP 

adult population, for whom delivery of CACFP meals could make the difference between 

going hungry and having a meal to eat. 

2. Allow CACFP sites to offer a mix of congregate and non-congregate meal service models. 

Child care is experiencing circumstances that are uniquely different from schools. For 

example, child care sites might be caring for some children on-site and continuing to 

provide daily meal service, while other children are staying home and would benefit from 

distributed and/or delivered meals. 

3. Allow multiple meals to be provided at one time. In accordance with COVID-19 safety 

precautions, it makes good sense to allow CACFP sites to distribute and/or deliver multiple 

meals (e.g., one week’s worth) in order to limit in-person contact. 

 

• Waiving area eligibility 

States have submitted this waiver request, but we want to elevate its importance within CACFP 

and the need for it to be addressed in a nationwide waiver. It is an administrative challenge for 

sponsors to identify children who have been certified for free or reduced-price meals. This is 

particularly true in rural areas that do not have the same concentration of poverty as other areas. In 

addition, with each passing day, more children are becoming eligible for free school meals. With 
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schools closed there is no mechanism for a newly eligible family to be certified to receive free 

school meals.  

 

• Expedited enrollment for CACFP 

Across localities we are seeing “pop-up/pandemic/emergency” child care sites established to 

support essential workers. These child care sites, both home-based and centers, are operating in 

otherwise-closed schools and center sites; not necessarily as the existing licensee; and may or may 

not be enrolled in CACFP. Providing access to an expedited enrollment process for CACFP, 

similar to that which exists for D-SNAP, that waives the pre-approval visit would allow critical 

child care support services to also feed the children in their care. 

 

• Expanding emergency shelters ability to serve CACFP 

Unfortunately, because of the disastrous impact of COVID-19 on the economy more people are 

struggling to house and feed themselves and their families. It is important to also give careful 

consideration to opportunities for waivers to maximize the strength of CACFP in supporting 

emergency shelters. This should include allowing emergency shelters to utilize CACFP to serve 

all individuals, regardless of age, in the shelter and allowing all eligible shelters to utilize non-

congregate feeding (not limit the option to only closed shelters). Expand the types of shelters 

eligible to participate in CACFP to include youth serving shelters using the U.S. Department of 

Housing and Urban Development definition of youth which goes up to 24 years of age.  

 

• Suspension of onsite monitoring visits and state audits 

Provide guidance to suspend onsite visits and to conduct desk reviews until federal and local 

government deemed it is safe to restore social interaction. Travel subjects staff to personal risk and 

continuing to require on-site reviews by CACFP sponsors and state agencies is inconsistent with 

CDC and local public health mandates. As states and the federal government issue “shelter-in-

place” requirements to protect the American people, we urge vigilance against exposure by 

suspending on-site audits during the COVID-19 emergency. If public health mandates continue for 

an extended period of time, it may become necessary to completely waive onsite monitoring visits 

and state audits, as the backlog of visits would become unreasonable and unrealistic to complete.  

 

• Administrative simplifications and a reduction in record-keeping requirements 

1. Provide extensions for claim deadlines. Many counties throughout the country are limiting 

gatherings to no more than 10 people, including work locations. CACFP organizations that 

have moved operations to remote or home locations, no longer have normal or regular 

access to company mail, software, and the hardware needed to process accurate claims 

within the current deadlines. 

2. Provide directive that allows sites to adhere to new state licensing capacity laws. States are 

issuing waivers to allow family child care sites to increase their licensed capacity. With 

school closures, family child care homes are serving on the front lines to care for children 

whose parents and guardians are working essential jobs, like healthcare professionals and 
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in grocery stores. Straight forward guidance that allows newly expanded sites to also serve 

CACFP meals and snacks is urgently needed. 

3. Waive individualized client back-up documentation for adult care sites. In response to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, it has become necessary for adult sites to modify the procedures 

used during meal services in order to keep participants and staff safe. For example, 

scanning badges to track and count the number of meals served requires close person-to-

person contact and is not in compliance with COVID-19 safety precautions. Adult sites are 

struggling to meet new health mandates and also collect individualized data for meals. 

 

• Hold harmless provisions 

Throughout the duration of the COVID-19 pandemic (as deemed by both local and federal 

government), we ask that USDA extend reasonable flexibilities and supportive oversight to 

CACFP that ensures meals and snacks will get reimbursed and CACFP operators can continue to 

serve the community.  

 

As a nation, we are facing a significant challenge. CACFP sponsors and providers are looking to USDA 

for continue to show bold and visionary leadership. We look forward to working with you in the weeks to 

come to address these targeted and necessary solutions. 

 

The CCFP Roundtable and the National CACFP Forum sincerely appreciate your consideration of the 

unique needs of CACFP as you work to craft the necessary federal response to the coronavirus pandemic. 

If you have any questions, please contact Elyse Homel Vitale (elyse@ccfproudntable.org), Reynaldo 

Green (Reynaldo.Green@qccga.org) or Jodi Kuhn (jkuhn@gmail.com). We stand ready to work with you 

to address both the health and economic 

impacts of this disease. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Elyse Homel Vitale, MPH 

Executive Director, CCFP Roundtable 

 
Reynaldo Green 

President, National CACFP Forum 
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